Looking at and looking away. Etiology of preoedipal splitting in a deaf girl.
This paper presents the analysis of a profoundly deaf 12-year-old girl. The main referring symptom was a pattern of intense libidinal looking at and aggressive looking away from others, which functioned as a preoedipal splitting to keep apart opposite "all good," life-enhancing and "all bad," deathlike self and object representations. The preoedipal splitting seemed to have its etiology in traumatic experiences in the symbiotic and rapprochement phases. The analysis followed the sequence of separation-individuation, as blocks to development were progressively removed.